
A BETTER WASHINGTON STARTS WITH BETTER EDUCATION.

THE SEATTLE TIMES AND THE BLETHEN FAMILY HONOR WSU PRESIDENT ELSON S. FLOYD, PH.D

“Elson Floyd’s life was a master class in 
the benefits of a university education.”

Elson S. Floyd, Ph.D.
President, Washington State University
March 1, 1956 - June 20, 2015

Elson S. Floyd, Ph.D., the 10th president of Washington State University, leaves an enduring legacy as a visionary 

leader and unparalleled advocate for affordable, accessible higher education — not just at WSU, but throughout 

Washington state and across the country.

During Dr. Floyd’s tenure as President, WSU achieved a reputation as a top-tier research university, even as 

funding was cut drastically by the state. 

Under President Floyd’s leadership, research grants tripled, WSU enrollment grew by 17 percent and minority 

enrollment doubled. WSU completed 30 major construction projects and a $1 billion fundraising campaign. The 

university’s accomplishments during his tenure are unprecedented.

Even as he was addressing a personal battle with cancer, President Floyd was winning bipartisan support in the 

Washington State Legislature to create a new state-supported medical school for WSU in Spokane. The College of 

Medical Sciences at WSU Health Sciences Spokane will open in fall of 2017. 

An indefatigable champion of broadening access to higher education, President Floyd expanded WSU’s urban 

campuses in Spokane, the Tri Cities and Vancouver, and established WSU North Puget Sound at Everett. 

President Floyd grew up poor in the segregated South. His parents’ education stopped at 7th and 8th grade. In 

high school, he earned a scholarship to a boarding school for high-achieving students, which he said “absolutely 

changed the trajectory of my life” and contributed directly to his success. He has said, repeatedly, that his access 

to a university education shaped the person he became. 

President Floyd’s legacy will live on to serve WSU, all of Washington and the future of education for years to come.

Read more at http://seati.ms/1ez4g5p  

Seattle Times economics columnist Jon Talton
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Some districts don’t have a single levy, while others have up to 38 percent in additional funding. It is the state’s 
duty to make ample provision for the education of all children, in all 295 districts across the state.

Put our money where our future is. Make public education funding a priority. 
seattletimes.com/greatergood

LEVEL THE
PLAYING
FIELD

I’m learning 
how to write 
code in the 
computer lab.

The PTA 
pays  
for art and  
music 
teachers  
at my 
school.

The bus 
picks me up 
for school 
every day.

The new way 
they teach 
math makes 
it easier to do 
multiplication 
in my head.

My school 
day has six 
periods.

We don’t have 
enough books 
for everyone 
in my class. 

14 kids in my 
class failed 
the state 
math test.

I  walk two 
miles to school.
Transportation 
is only provided 
if you live 
farther than 
that, and I can’t 
afford bus fare.
 

My school day 
has five periods. 
We’re supposed 
to have six, but 
there wasn’t 
enough funding.

We don’t 
have art or 
music at 
my school.

A PUBLIC SERVICE OF THE SEATTLE TIMES
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